November 30, 2015

States submitting sundry nominations
which were referred to the appropriate
committees.

(The messages received today are
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.)

—————

PRESIDENTIAL MESSAGE

REPORT RELATIVE TO AN ALTER-
NATIVE PLAN FOR PAY IN-
CREASES FOR CIVILIAN FED-
ERAL EMPLOYEES COVERED BY
THE GENERAL SCHEDULE AND
CERTAIN OTHER PAY SYSTEMS
IN JANUARY 2016—PM 33

The PRESIDING OFFICER laid be-
fore the Senate the following message
from the President of the TUnited
States, together with an accompanying
report; which was referred to the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs:

To the Congress of the United States:

I am transmitting an alternative
plan for pay increases for civilian Fed-
eral employees covered by the General
Schedule and certain other pay sys-
tems in January 2016.

Title 5, United States Code, author-
izes me to implement alternative pay
plans for pay increases for civilian Fed-
eral employees covered by the General
Schedule and certain other pay sys-
tems if, because of ‘‘national emer-
gency or serious economic conditions
affecting the general welfare,” I view
the adjustments that would otherwise
take effect as inappropriate.

Civilian Federal employees have al-
ready made significant sacrifices as a
result of 3-year pay freeze that ended
in January 2014. In January 2014 and
again in January 2015, increases for ci-
vilian Federal employees were limited
to a 1.0 percent overall pay increase, an
amount lower than the private sector
pay increases and statutory formula
for adjustments to the base General
Schedule for 2014 and 2015. However, as
the country’s economic recovery con-
tinues, we must maintain efforts to
keep our Nation on a sustainable fiscal
course. This is an effort that continues
to require tough choices.

Under current law, locality pay in-
creases averaging 28.74 percent and
costing $26 billion would go into effect
in January 2016. Federal agency budg-
ets cannot sustain such increases. Ac-
cordingly, I have determined that
under the authority of section 5304a of
title 5, United States Code, locality-
based comparability payments for the
locality pay areas established by the
President’s Pay Agent, in the amounts
set forth in the attached table, shall
become effective on the first day of the
first applicable pay period beginning
on or after January 1, 2016. These rates
are based on an allocation of 0.3 per-
cent of payroll as indicated in my Au-
gust 28, 2015, alternative pay plan for
adjustments to the base General Sched-
ule. These decisions will not materially
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affect our ability to attract and retain
a well-qualified Federal workforce.

The adjustments described above
shall take effect on the first applicable
pay period beginning on or after Janu-
ary 1, 2016.

BARACK OBAMA.
THE WHITE HOUSE, November 30, 2015.

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE
RECEIVED DURING ADJOURNMENT

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED

Under the authority of the order of
the Senate of January 6, 2015, the Sec-
retary of the Senate, on November 23,
2015, during the adjournment of the
Senate, received a message from the
House of Representatives announcing
that the Speaker pro tempore (Mr.
MESSER) had signed the following en-
rolled bill:

S. 599. An act to extend and expand the
Medicaid emergency psychiatric demonstra-
tion project.

———

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE

At 3:15 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mr. Novotny, one of its reading clerks,
announced that the House has passed
the following bill, in which it requests
the concurrence of the Senate:

H.R. 3189. An act to amend the Federal Re-
serve Act to establish requirements for pol-
icy rules and blackout periods of the Federal
Open Market Committee, to establish re-
quirements for certain activities of the
Board of Governors of the Federal Reserve
System, and to amend title 31, United States
Code, to reform the manner in which the
Board of Governors of the Federal Reserve
System is audited, and for other purposes.

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED

The President pro tempore (Mr.
HATCH) reported that he had signed the
following enrolled bill, which was pre-
viously signed by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. MESSER) of the House:

S. 599. An act to extend and expand the
Medicaid emergency psychiatric demonstra-
tion project.

———

MEASURES PLACED ON THE
CALENDAR

The following bill was read the sec-
ond time, and placed on the calendar:

S. 2329. A bill to prevent the entry of ex-
tremists into the United States under the
refugee program, and for other purposes.

———

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

The following reports of committees
were submitted:

By Mr. THUNE, from the Committee on
Commerce, Science, and Transportation,
with an amendment in the nature of a sub-
stitute:

S. 1611. A bill to authorize appropriations
for the Coast Guard for fiscal years 2016 and
2017, and for other purposes (Rept. No. 114-
168).

By Mr. JOHNSON, from the Committee on
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs, with an amendment in the nature of a
substitute and an amendment to the title:

S8191

S. 1115. A bill to close out expired, empty
grant accounts (Rept. No. 114-169).

By Mr. JOHNSON, from the Committee on
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs, without amendment:

S. 2093. A bill to provide that the Secretary
of Transportation shall have sole authority
to appoint Federal Directors to the Board of
Directors of the Washington Metropolitan
Area Transit Authority (Rept. No. 114-170).

By Mr. JOHNSON, from the Committee on
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs, with an amendment:

S. 2128. A bill to require the Council of In-
spectors General on Integrity and Efficiency
to submit to Congress a report on Inspector
General mandates (Rept. No. 114-171).

———

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND
JOINT RESOLUTIONS

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated:

By Mr. SCHUMER (for himself, Mr.
HATCH, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Mr. BLUNT,
Mr. FRANKEN, and Mr. COONS):

S. 2332. A bill to amend the National Child
Protection Act of 1993 to establish a perma-
nent background check system; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. CARDIN:

S. 2333. A Dbill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to provide taxpayer protec-
tion and assistance, and for other purposes;
to the Committee on Finance.

By Mr. CASSIDY:

S. 2334. A bill to amend title 38, United
States Code, to direct the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs to adopt and implement a
standard identification protocol for use in
the tracking and procurement of biological
implants by the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs.

———

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND
SENATE RESOLUTIONS

The following concurrent resolutions
and Senate resolutions were read, and
referred (or acted upon), as indicated:

By Ms. STABENOW (for herself, Mr.
SESSIONS, Mr. PETERS, Mr. SHELBY,
Mr. LEAHY, Ms. HIRONO, Mr. MARKEY,
Mr. NELSON, Mr. FRANKEN, Mrs.
BOXER, Mr. WARNER, Ms. KLOBUCHAR,
Mr. KAINE, Mr. REID, Mr. COCHRAN,
and Mr. SASSE):

S. Res. 322. A resolution recognizing the
60th anniversary of the refusal of Rosa Lou-
ise Parks to give up her seat on a bus on De-
cember 1, 1955; considered and agreed to.

———

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS

S. 235

At the request of Mr. WYDEN, the
name of the Senator from Vermont
(Mr. LEAHY) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 235, a bill to provide for wildfire
suppression operations, and for other
purposes.

S. 466

At the request of Ms. STABENOW, the
name of the Senator from Connecticut
(Mr. BLUMENTHAL) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 466, a bill to amend title
XI of the Social Security Act to im-
prove the quality, health outcomes,
and value of maternity care under the
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